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AMENDMENT 

BOX NON-FEE 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated March 2, 2001, Applicants hereby submit the 
present amendment in order to correct certain inaccuracies present in Applicants' previously-filed 
amendment dated June 14, 2000, the latter having been submitted in response to the non-final 
Office Action mailed December 15, 1999. In this regard, through the following amendment, 
Applicants have more precisely defined the construction of the instantly claimed needle protective 
device consistent with Applicants' intent, as well as have demonstrated how the same is 
distinguished over the prior art. 

Accordingly, please amend the above-identified patent application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel Claims 181-j^TaTwdl as the amendments made thereto via Applicants' 
amendment dated June 14, 2000, and instead please add the following new claims: 




PTO/SB/21 (6-98) 



lease type a plus sign {+) inside this box - 



Approved for use through 09/30/2000. OMB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB 
control number. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on this date: 4/2/01 


Typed or printed name 


MICHELLE SCHROEDER /j yn 


Signature 




Date 
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